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Int ervi ewers 


14th May 1945. 


Officers Inter-viewed 


Colonel King 
Colonel Hoy stead 
Or/ 3 apt . S cott-Famey 
Lt.Col. West 
W/Cdr. Orr-Bwing 


Colonel Gruov. 


Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer 

Question; 

Answer; 


Question: 

Answer; 

Question : 

Answer; 

Question: 

Answer; 


What was the position held by Col. Grube? 

Chief of the Welftoonmurd cations of the German O.K.W. 

What Branch of the Signals Communication Branch wns 
he in charge of? 

Conmissioner for Technical Communications. 

What is the organization of the Signals Department? 

The head was Chief of the Telecommunications and Chief 
of the Signals Command of the Amy. 

His department was conoemad with the different Groups 
of the German Arty, Navy, Air Force and Railways. 

V 

What were the functions of the Department of which 
Colonel Grube was chief? 

The Group was composed of five 3ub -sections ; 



( i v) Cipher System 

(v) Technical (consisted of research, development and 

manufacture of telecommunications) 

The Department took care of the three parts (Na\; , Any 
and Air Force) of the German Armed Forces, and the O.K.W, 
was the superior Command. 

Could Colonel Grube give details of the work of the 

sub -sections? 

He is able to do so. 

What connection had Col. Grube or aiy of his Sections 
with the Reichposte? 

High officials of the German Telegraphic Postal Service 
took orders from his Department, and they collaborated 
with different Branches of the Post Office. 

Could he obtain details of the organisation of the 
Reichposte? 

This information can be obtained. 


Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer 

Question; 

Answer; 


Question: 

Answer: 

Question : 

Answer; 

Question: 

Answer; 


- ^ - 


Question: 


Answer: 


uestion 


Was Col. Grube familiar with the organization of the O.K.W.? 

He was familiar with the organization of the O.K.W, until 
22nd April, after that date only Gen. Brun himself as 
there would have been many changes, because the O.K.W. was 
split into two parts, one in the North and one in the 
South . 

a 

Who took over from Col. Grube on the 22nd April when he 
left? 



Answer : 


Question 


Answer : 


The department was closed and split into two small sub- 
sections . 

Has Col. Grube knowledge of the codes and ciphers in use? 

Ho has knowledge of technical machines but not of codes. 
There was a special department for the whole of the Armed 
Forces under Col. Kettier. 
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II. 


Interviewers 


17th May 19A5. 
Officers Interviewed 


W/Cdr. J.E.F. Voss 

Lt.Col. A.P. Davis G-eneral Major Boner 

S/Ldr. A.H.A.C. Cranner 
F/Lt. A. tlirsky 


CODES AND CIPHERS 


Oberstltn, Mettig, Cipher expert of O.K.W., was interviewed, and stated 
that he liaised with the Cipher expert of O.K.L., Regierungsrat Doktor 
Voegelfi, Voegcle was employed in Abteilung 3 end is now believed to be 
in the South. 


It is understood that all Codes and Ciphers and machines have been 
destroyed. 

Following is a list of Code3 and Ciphers prepared by Mettig who 
stated these ciphers were in use in the Wehrmacht: 

Chef WNV 10 Mai 1945 


U ebersi cht 

der Chiffri emit tel der deutsohen Wehrmacht 

— _ — iw 1 — — — — — i — p— — — — 1 1 ■■ 


A. Geheimsch rif t en 

X. Hear 





1. Vorwaerfca der Division 

(a) Funktafel mit UberschluGsaelum 



* r~ 

2. RuecJovaerts der Division 

(a) Sohluesselmasohine Enigma 

(b) Sohlues self enischreibmaschinen 

SFMT 52 c, d, e 
SZ 40/42 

\ 

sms 43 

i 

(c) Rufseichens chlu e3s el 

Zu 1b und 2a als Notschluessel Hast er er s at z - und 
Notschluessel Enigma 

II . Marine 

1. Sohluesselmasohine Enigma (Marines ohaltung) 

2. Sondersohluesse l fuer Spezialverkehre 

Doppelwurfel und Tausohtafeln) 

3 . Sohlues self emsohreibrnasohinen 

SFMT 52 o. d. e 

III . Luftwaffe 

wle Hee r auss erci-crr. SondersoK L ues se? fuer Spezialverkehre 
(Furiktaf eln, Vfettertausc itaf eln) 

IV. Behoerden 

Raster-, Rasterersatz-, ] aigmaa ohlue s s e 1 und SFMT 52 o d e 
B. Spraohversohluos s elung 

I. Mi thoerers ohv/erung sg eraet e 

a. Inverter 

b. Baustein 

II . Bprachverschluesselungsgerae te 

Kuenstliche Spraohverschluesselung mir Geraeuschbei- 
mischung und Impulsvertaeus chung. 


MONITORING OP LANDLINE COMMUNI CATIONS 


No secret monitoring was undertaken by Operational G.A.F. formations, 
although he was aware that Reiohposte cables were monitored by the Org. 
of the Pors chung s amt , which was independent and directed for the con- 
venience of Goering. The last known location of this H.Q. was Glueckstadt 
(Holstein) Ober'rat Huppersberg (Chief of Special Devices) was his second 
in command. Reg* rat Oden would be able to pass detailed information on 
this subject. 

General Boner confirmed that the SS(SD) were the offioial authority 
for the monitoring of telecommunications. He had no knowledge of the 
locations of these systems 


May 


t 
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Recor d, of Conversations with Qbe rst ltn. Mettijr 


Int er vi ewers 

Lt.Col. J.B. Brown 
Major W.F. Edgerton 


Personal History 

1929 ~ 33 Feste Nachrichten Aufklaerungstelle d.H. in 

CRANZ 


1933 


- April 194-0 

1940 - 

Nov. 1941 - June 1943 
Dec. 1943 


Chief Personalities 


to KOENIGSBERG Horchkcmpanie 
(designation later changed to Pemauf- 
klaerungsknmpnnie) . 

with 3/fr 25 in STUTTGART. 

Stellv. Kdr, d. Nachrichtenaufkl. , Heeresgruppe 
at OKH Entzifferungstelle 
OEW Chiffrierabteilung 

responsible for production and distribution 
of own ciphers. 


General der Nachricht enauf klaerung : 

Ditto in the NORTH 
Stabsoffizier z.b.V. , SOUTH 

Auswert est elle, SOUTH 
Ditto, NORTH 

Entzifferungsstelle, SOUTH 


Ob erst BOETZEL 

(formerly over the whole, new in 
South) 

Oberst KETTLER 

Obstltn. ANDRAE 
(formerly for the whole) 

Hptm. GdRZOLLA 

Hptm. OPITZ (with KETTLER) 

Major Dr. HENTZE 
(formerly for the whole) 


Ditto, NORTH 


Oberltn. SCHUBERT. 



Diagrams of Organisation 



Heeresgruppe 

fl 

Kdr. der Nachr. Aufkl. 


Entziff erung 
Abteilung 


Auswertung 

Abteilung 


E 


I 

Fernaufkla erung E Nrhaufklaerui^ E 


In principle, each Armee had one Aufklaerungskomp. Actually, there 
were not enough Aufklaerungskompanien to go round, and one Kemp, some- 
times had to serve more than one Armee. 

Originally there were approximately 7 Feste Aufklaerungsstellen der 
Heeres. At the end of the war, none of these remained (all having been 
made mobile) . Informant remembers the following locations of Feste 
Aufklaerungsstellen: CRANZ near KOENIGSBERG, LIEGNITZ, STUTTGART, LUEKSTER, 
HUSUM, GRAZ, TULIN, and SOECKING on the STARNBERG-ERSEE . He originally 

named STETTIN and BRESLAU but later corrected himself and asked to have 
these two deleted. The buildings and masts etc. of these stations still 
] ?obably exist but it is unlikely that any files or other material of 
interest has been left behind. 

Main cryptanalytic problems were dealt with by OKW, which handed 
down the necessary cryptographic information through OKH. 

OKH Fuehrungsstab with principal NA offices was in EAST PRUSSIA 
early in the war, moved to BERLIN when the Russians broke into EAST 
PRUSSIA. The greater part left BERLIN about the middle or end of March 
1 945, but the General de Nachrichtenaufklaerung with his immediate Stab 
stayed in BERLIN till April 1945. 

Auswertung moved to Central Germany in the region of GOTHA. 
Entzifferung moved to SALZBURG. 


Interviewers 


22nd. way 154-5. 

Officers Interviewed 


Lt.Col. J.R. Ross Colonel Grube 
it. Col. P.C, Shidal Major Rottler 
Major Hiller 

Captain W,C. Fallows 


REPORT OF A MEETING \ MH OKW RADIO REPRESENTATIVES 


1« Present were* 

Lt.Col. J.R. Rosa 
Lt.Col. F.C. Shidal 
Major Hiller 
Captain W.C. Fallows 
Colonel Grube 
Major Rottler 


Radio Sub -Section, Sig.Div. 
Radio Sub-Section, Sig.Div. 
G-2 (Interpreter) 

Radio Sub-Seotion, Sig.Div. 
OKW Military Radio 


sha 

shaj 


F 

i? 


SHAEF 


OKW Wireless Telegraph Specialist 


2. The OKW representatives produced the following documents; 


a. Specifications of Radio Transmitters and Receivers used by the 

Army 

b. Specifications of Radio Transmitters and Receivers used by the 

Luftwaffe 


c. Paper on Research, Development and Manufacturing of Radio Equipment. 



Diagram of Decimetre Equipment VHF Fixed Radio Comaunicati one 


e. Diagram of HF Fixed Radio Communications. 


3. The remaining diagrams requested were to be forwarded in due course 
to Radio Sub-Seotion through Information Sub-Section. 


4. Discussion was held on the tactical handling of radio in; 

a. The Approach 

b. Battle 
o. Pursuit 

A . Withdrawal 


as regards Africa, Russia, France and Germany. Colonel Grube stated 
that it was standard practice for wireless silence to be imposed up to 
rear links from Arty HQs on the approach. This was not broken until 
contact was made with the enemy. A oertain amount of "cover” radio 
activity was carried out to disguise the move (see paragraph 9 below) . 
During battle, and whether in pursuit or withdrawal radio oot munloations 
were established and worked according to the original Funkplan or Signal 
Instruction for the operation. The only deviations from the plan per- 
mitted were those necessitated by changes in the tactical situation. 
Speech was permitted forward of Brigade HQ only, and normally telegraphy 
was used between Brigade and Regiment. Some Decimetre equipment (MG$) 
was later provided for speech throughout all levels of formations 
operating in Russia. Beyond this specific use decimetre equipment was 
kept to rearward high command networks. In using speech the usual 
security precautions were always taken, l.e. code names for units, 
locations and tactical and technical terms. The standard document on 
security is HTV 427* 


5. Security was not being pursued along lines of RT codes etc. but 







a. Ordinary Inversion So rambler - international pattern - 
used only for local, internal security - no re 11 ana e placed on it. 

b. Type of Time - Delay Scrambler - employing steel-tape 

recording and subsequent mathematical scrambling. Provided duplex 
working with delays. This was made by Siemens and was later aban- 
doned because the apparatus required to get good speech was too 
bulky and the security given was too low. The Germans were surprised 

when they captured the similar US device. 

\ 

o. Type of Differential System made by Telefunken - this was 
tried out from Greece to Afrioa - not successful. 



d. Various systems whereby recorded noises were mixed with 
the signal on transmission and taken out at the reoeiving end. 


e. New system of which the Germans had high hopes - it 
appeared to work as follows and oould be used by radio as well as 



I r—v 

Individual Emitters 

The research work was being carried out at the Institute von Prof. 
Vi er ling originally at Ebermannstadt and later at Freilassing bei 
Kuenohen. (At this juncture Colonel Scott - G-2 was called in and 
he has taken over the further investigation of this equipment). 


6. Frequency Allocation 


The Germans had no speoial system of catering for changes of 
frequency for complete formations In mobile warfare. Their whole 
frequency allocation was based on deception rather than on mitigation 
of mutual interference. Incoming units simply took over the daily- 
ohanging allocation left by the outgoing unit, and operators where 
possible were left behind to continue working in the old location. 

The change was effeeted by personal contact of liaison officers with 
Chief Signal Officers concerned. It appears to have been a somewhat 
olumsy system in operation, good from a security point of view but 
liable to break down in highly mobile warfare where things were not 
going too well. 


7 . Call Signs 


Forward of Brigade HQ the local officer made a randan selection 
of three letter calls. These were co-ordinated at Dlv HQ level and 
no traffic difficulties ensued. Lists containing three days calls 
were the normal issue. In cases of enoirclement the random call- 
eystem was continued within units of the surrounded formation but 
the old o all-sign book system was reverted to for outside communications. 


8. Questioned on our system of daily changing oall signs Colonel Grubs 
said it did not greatly or adversely affect German intelligence system. 
They appeared to be able to locate everything with the 24 hours 
available. The German Intelligence System remained excellent to the 
end. They had full knowledge, e.g, of the Russian massing of 200 
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9. Radio Cover Plans 

The Germans had no overall cover plan, nor had they any units 
specifically designed for radio cover activities. The little they 
did was to cover moves etc. when each Chief Signal Officer Arry was 
responsible for the spoof radio activity. They had no special 
radio equipment. 

10. Questioned on co-operation between tanks and infantry Colonel 
Grube indicated that they never solved the problem. They had tried 
using special signal tanks with 5 or 6 sets in each, but finally put 
a new tank - infantry set into production. Meantime they were 
using their R/T "D" set which overlapped both the tank and infantry 
standard frequency ranges. Frequencies were set aside for co- 
operation working. 


fl 


the 


Answer: 


Question 


Answer: 


He was familiar with the organization of the O.K.W, unfa 
22nd April, after that date only Gen. Brun himself as 
there would have been many changes, because the O.K.V/. 
split into tiro parts, one in the North and one in the 
South . 

Who took over from Gol. Grube on the 22nd April when he 
left? 

■ 

Bie department v/as closed and split into two small sub- 
sections. 



:estion 


Has Col. Grube knowledge of the codes and ciphers in use? 


Answer : 


He has knowledge of technical machines but not of codes. 
There was a special department for the whole of the Aimed 
Forces under Col. Kettler. 
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II. 


17th May *194-5- 

Intervi ewers Officers Interviewed 

W/Cdr. J.E.F. Voss 

Lt.Ool. A.F. Davis General Major Boner 

S/Ldr. A.H . A*0. C: 

F/Lt. A. Mirsky 


CODES AND CIPHERS 


Oberstltn, Met tig. Cipher expert of O.K.W. , was interviewed, and stated 
that he liaised with the Cipher expert of O.K.L. , Regierungsrat Doktor 
VoegaLe. Voe; cle was enployed in Abteilung 3 and is hot/ believed to be 
in the South. 


It is understood that all Codes and Ciphers and machines have been 
destroyed. 

Following is a list of Cedes and Ciphers prepared by Mettig who 
stated these ciphers were in use in the Tfekimacht : 

Chef WNV 10 Mai 1945 

Uebersicht 

der Chiffriermittel der deutschen Wehrmacht 

A. Geheimsohriften 

I. Heer 

1. Vorwaerts der Division 

(a| Funktaf el mit Ubersohlueoaelung 
(b) Raat ersohluMa el (RS 44) 



